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Designed in

1976

Disposed in 80s
Many 

complaints 
since 2000

Maintenance 
works  in 2004

2010 cover 
destroyed by 

unknown 
people



Request for assistance 2009
· Armenian Ministry of 

Emergency Services 
requested OSCE for 
assistance to assess situation 
at Nubarashen landfill

·OSCE/ENVSEC project is 
prepared with support of the 
government and NGOs such 
as AWHHE.



·April 2010 an emergency situation develops: cover of 
landfill removed and direct exposure to the 
environment

Request for assistance 2010



Concerned 
people 
living 

downstream

2006



Concerned people living 
downstream

April 
2010



·We acted



OSCE supported the Government with 
the response to the emergency

·OSCE/ENVSEC enganges 
international expert to 
support emergency actions

· FAO expert invloved and 
emergency closure plan is 
developed

· Local expertise utilised to 
help assess contamination 
risks  



·Government sets up Emergency Working 
Group under MES

·President made 100 000 USD for ad hoc 
closure

·Finalised Emergency Closure

OSCE supported the government with 
the response to the emergency



First step but only temporary solution



·The government and OSCE continue 
dialogue on the subject

·Emergency Working Group continues

·Call for tender August-September

·Plans for feasability study developed



·The US Government will finance Feasibility Study

·Expert+ OSCE + Emergency Working Group  prepare 
technical tender for Study 

·Call for international tender (expected this summer)

·Selection of firm to perform study

·Donor workshop with results of study and 
commitment donors for financing



·Armenian emergency burial site is 
not only Armenian case but example 
representing serious problem in 
region of former Soviet Union
·We need to work together towards 
structural solution and make a joint 
action plan to prevent such cases


